


Comprehension: Main Idea and Key Details Graphic Organizer

Name

Read the selection. Complete the main idea and key details
graphic organizer.

Main Idea

Detail

Detail

Detail
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name

Read the passage. Use the summarize strategy to check your
understanding of important details of the passage.

Seeing Red

You have probably seen stars in the sky. Maybe you even saw
12 | a planet. Have you wondered what other planets are like? Others
23 | have, too. In the search to answer this question, scientists have
34 | learned a lot about Mars. Scientists will do everything they can
45 | to learn even more about Mars.

51 | Fourth Place

53 Mars is the fourth planet from the sun. Earth is the third
65 | planet. Mars has a reddish color. It is called the Red Planet. It is
79 | about half the size of Earth. Earth has different types of climates.
91 | There are cold, hot, dry, and wet places. Mars is just a cold
104 | desert. Water is not a liquid there. It is frozen in the cold. Is it
119 | believable that Mars was once warm?

125 [ Red Rover

127 Scientists wanted to know what Mars was once like. They

137 | sent machines called rovers to find out. The first one landed on
149 | Mars in 1997. It sent images of Mars back to Earth. It let us know
164 | about the rocks and soil. These useful facts led to an answer.

176 | Scientists say Mars was once warm and wet like Earth is today.
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name

Red Planet Plants

The rovers helped us
learn about Mars. Scientists
now want to send people
to Mars to learn more. It
would take nearly a year
and a half to go there and
back. This is a long way
to go. People would need
to bring food and water.

It would be hard to go so
far with enough supplies.
Researchers at NASA have Rovers like this one conduct science

a solution. They want to experiments on Hars.

make special plants. These

plants could live on cold and icy Mars. They could be carefully
grown in a greenhouse there. The plants could grow food for
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researchers on Mars.

If plants are grown for food on Mars, people would have to bring
less food. They could have enough supplies to stay longer if food is
grown there. How is this helpful? The longer researchers stay, the
more they can learn about the Red Planet.

The surface of Mars is cold, rocky, and empty. It is not full of life
like Earth. However, evidence shows that Mars’s climate was once
like that of Earth. Research has helped us learn a lot about Mars.
People might be going to Mars to learn more. Growing plants on
Mars can provide food for people who are there to study the Red
Planet. This could help them stay longer to learn more. Advances
like these can help us truly unlock more mysteries of Mars.
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