D-Day

Introduction
The allied army mainly US and British decided to attack German forces in France by crossing the English Channel from the UK on June 6, 1944.  If D-Day failed the history of World War II would change and may last much longer. The D-Day operation was the largest invasion in the history of the world.

The Plan
The supreme commander was General Eisenhower and the weatherman was James Stagg.  The operation was code named Overlord.  The D-Day invasion had been planned for months. D-Day was almost cancelled due to bad weather.  But because of excellent forecast work by the weatherman who accurately forecasted a good weather on June 6, 1944.  General Eisenhower finally agreed to attack.

The Invasion
The first attack began with the paratroopers.  They jumped in the night and landed beyond enemy lines. A lot of them landed in the wrong places and the rest landed in the right places.  Then thousands of planes bombed German defenses.  Soon after, warships began to bomb the beaches from the water.  Soon the main invasion force of 100 ships carrying troops, weapons tanks and equipment approached the beaches of Normandy.

The Beaches
American troops landed at Omaha and Utah beaches.  The Utah landing was successful but the fighting at Omaha was fierce.  Many US soldiers lost their lives at Omaha, but they were finally able to take the beach.  Landing craft approached the beaches but there were obstacles, so they had to land when the tide was low.  Omaha was to most heavily defended of all the beaches.

Conclusion
The allied forces won.  The German armies in France were defeated. There were more than 120 vessels lost.  The number of allied casualties is about 10,000.  The German casualties range from 4,000 – 9,000.  By the end of D-Day, 150,000 soldiers landed in Normandy.




